
to see it, and he thought the diagnosis was be-
tween gastro-enteritis and an appendicitis, but
that it was impossible to make a diagnosis on the
negative symptoms. But neither of these gentle-
men advised exploratory operation, and this ten-
derness with pain persisted even longer than the
case Dr. Hewes reports

—

about 96 hours, with
obstinate vomiting all the time. There was no

fecal vomiting, no movements of the bowels not-
withstanding early small doses of calomel and
early doses of salines. At the end of 96 hours a
diarrhea began which immediately caused subsi-
dence of all the symptoms, and the patient made
a very excellent recovery in a few days, and had
there not been a history of more or less dissipa-
tion in the way of eating, and in a young man
whom some of us knew, we might have felt a little
more uneasy about this case without operation. I
speak of this case as equivalent to 2 or 3 others
which I have seen during the past year, and
which proved to be a gastro-enteritis with all the
symptoms which are usually attributed to an

appendicitis.
#

R\ecentLliteratur.
A Textbook of the Practice of Medicine. By
Dr. Herman Eichhorst, Professor of Special
Pathology and Therapeutics and Director of
the Medical Clinic in the University of Zurich.
Translated and edited by Augustus A. Eshner,
M.D., Professor of Clinical Medicine in the
Philadelphia Polyclinic. Two octavo volumes
of over 600 pages each; over 150 illustrations.
Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders &
Co. 1901.
The book before,us, in two volumes of con-

venient size, is the outcome of various requests
made the author to write a condensed textbook
of med-rcine. It represents, therefore, essentially
an epitome of the writer's more extensive work
on " Special Pathology and Therapeutics." The
translation has been carefully done by Dr.
Augustus A. Eshner of Philadelphia, who has
added such explanatory notes as he deemed neces-

sary to thé German text. The book in its final
form is more comprehensive than most of its
class, in that it includes a discussion of skin and
venereal diseases, and certain neuroses of the
sexual organs in men. With so wide a scope, it
necessarily follows that the treatment of individ-
ual subjects is reduced often to extremely limited
details. The illustrations are numerous and for
the most part sufficiently good. This cannot, how-
ever, be said of many of the cuts of lesions of the
spinal cord. The cord lends itself so easily to
adequate diagrammatic representation of many of
the diseases to which it is subject, that the crude
and indistinct cuts so largely used in the book
have small excuse. Following the German method,
the translator has seen fit to make large use of
capitals and italics in the text, a plan which has
the advantage of calling attention to the more

important points in a given subject, and the dis-

advantage of breaking up the symmetry of the
page in a way unpleasant to the eye of the reader.
We are inclined to think that no material benefit
even to the hurried reader is gained by this
arrangement. The book is admirably printed and
well bound. With the weight of authority which
the writer's name gives to the book, and the
general smoothness of the translation, we have no
doubt that it will meet with a cordial reception
in America as it has in Germany.
The Microscope and its Revelations. By the
late William B. Carpenter, C.B., M.D., LL.D.,
F.R.S. Eighth edition, in which the first seven
and the twenty-third chapters have been en-

tirely rewritten, and the text throughout re-

constructed, enlarged and revised by the Rev.
W. H. Dallinger, D.Sc., D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S.,
etc., with 22 plates and nearly 900 wood en-

gravings. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son &
Co. 1901.
Ten years have elapsed since the publication of

the seventh edition of this noteworthy book on
the microscope. The progress of knowledge in
this decade has demanded fewer changes than
were necessary in the revision of the seventh edi-
tion, nevertheless, the text has been carefully re-
written by Dr. Dallinger, with the assistance of
collaborators in special fields. The volume in its
new form is a bulky one of 1181 pages. It con-
tains a vast amount of information regarding the
microscope as a scientific instrument and the
theory of its mechanism, with ample and excel-
lent illustrations throughout. In fact, we suspect
that everything known about the microscope, in-
cluding its historical development, is contained
in the pages of this really monumental work. In
addition to this a large portion of the volume is
given over to a consideration of the lower forms
of animal life and their microscopic appearances.
It is not necessary to enter into details of this
well-known book, nor is it possible in the limits
set for this notice. It suffices to say that it is en-

cyclopedic in character, and that this later edition
certainly sustains and increases the reputation it
has long enjoyed. The work of the publishers is
praiseworthy, particularly in relation to the illus-
trations, a number of which are reproductions by
the heliotype process. Where colors are neces-

sary they have been freely used, for the most part
with excellent success. The book is to be warmly
and especially recommended to all those who use
the microscope, for it is certainly true that many
microscopists are pitifully ignorant of the princi-
ples even, upon which their instruments are con-

structed.
Experimentelle und Kritische Beitr\l=a"\ge zur

H\l=a"\ndedisinfectionsfrage. von Dr. Richard
Schaeffer. Zw\l=o"\lf Tabellen und 4 Abbil-
dungen auf 2 Tafeln. Berlin: Verlag von S.
Karger. 1902.
This monograph of 110 pages relating to a much

discussed and at the same time very important
subject describes some careful laboratory work and
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investigations of the writer. In connection with
the work of Krönig, Hiegler, and especially that
of Paul and Sarwey, it is of considerable interest.
After a discussion of what is really meant by

the term " absolutely sterile," and a review of the
sources of error in the work of earlier investiga-
tors, Dr. Schaeffer describes in detail his work
with the " hot water-alcohol " method of skin
disinfection and tabulates his results. He then
discusses the Mikulicz sublimate, schleich, lysol,
lysoform, chinosol and other methods.
In summarizing his conclusions he states that

the " hot water-alcohol " method, when sufficiently
carefully followed, will so effectively sterilize the
hands that there will be no more danger of wound
infection resulting from this source than there is
from the air, also that this is sufficient for practi-
cal purposes. In a way, the results strengthen the
growing opinion that complete sterilization of
the hands is an ideal condition not yet attained.

Diseases of the Intestines. By I. Boas, Special-
ist for Gastro-Intestinal Diseases, in Berlin.
Authorized translation from the first German
edition, with special additions by Seymour
Basch, M.D., New York City. Forty-seven
illustrations. New York: D. Appleton & Com-
pany. 1901.
This is a good book and well translated. It

presents the subject in a concise, practical and
accessible form. Nothnagel's work has made sub-
sequent books on intestinal diseases imitations,
at least to a considerable extent, but Dr. Boas has
introduced in his volume much that he has learned
in his practice and, furthermore, has included
recent literature. He brings the anatomy and
physiology of the intestines into close relation
with the diseases of this portion of the alimentary
traot and thus adds much to the value of the
knowledge presented. Theory and practice are

combined.
The chapter on the dietetic treatment of intes-

tinal disorders is straight to the point, and those
on intestinal catarrh and constipation meet our
expectations.
German views on appendicitis show the advance

America has made in one branch of medicine, and
at "the same time the slowness with which our

ideas are accepted abroad. The translator re-

deems this part of the book by a clear account of
American opinions.
Short Talks with Young Mothers on the Man-
agement of Infants and Young Children.\p=m-\
By Charles Gilmore Kerley, M.D., Lecturer
on Diseases of Children, New York Polyclinic
Medical School and Hospital; Assistant At-
tending Physician, Babies' Hospital, New York;
Physician of the Out-Patient Department, Ba-
bies' Hospital, New York; Member of the
American Pediatric Society. New York and
London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1901.
This little book is, on the whole, superior to

most of its class. It is well printed on good
paper. The arrangement of subjects, however,

is poor. It is full of arbitrary statements on

points which are certainly open to discussion.
We feel that the author would have difficulty in
sustaining some of his statements before a jury of
his peers. All pediatrista would certainly not
agree with him that "skimmed milk should never
be given to an infant," that " a wet nurse should
be decided upon only when all other means of
nourishment fail," and that cream " should not be
poured off or the milk siphoned from under it."
We fear that although these arbitrary statements
on points open to discussion may make the book
most useful for the author to give to his own

patients, they may also prevent other physicians
from recommending it. The exercise basket and
exercise pen recommended by the author are in-
genious and meet a long-felt want. We know of
no book of this sort which gives such sensible di-
rections as to when to send for the doctor. Most
of them tend to encourage the mother to try home
treatment and to put off calling the physician.
The advice to "send for the doctor when there
are any indications of illness in the child which
the mother does not understand," is certainly ad-
mirable.

Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical. By Henry
Gray, F.R.S., Lecturer on Anatomy at St.
George's Hospital, London. Thoroughly re-
vised American from the 15th English edition.
In one imperial octavo volume of 1,246 pages,
with 780 illustrations. Philadelphia and New
York: Lea Brothers & Co. 1901.
This textbook of anatomy clearly maintains its

place of popularity among the increasing number
of rivals for favor. In spite of numerous changes
and additions the volume retains essentially the
bulk it has had for many years —a highly desirable
attribute, in consideration of the use to which it
is ordinarily put. In this latest American edition
particular attention has been given to the portion
on general anatomy and embryology. The sec-
tion on embryology has been placed at the end of
the book, instead of in its more natural and logical
position, at the beginning. It is to be hoped that
the editors may ultimately change this arrange-
ment of the subject matter. The increasing im-
portance attached to embryology in general text-
books of descriptive anatomy is a gratifying sign
of the recognition of the close and hitherto too
often neglected association of these closely corre-
lated branches of science. The descriptive an-

atomy of the nervous system is an improvement
over previous editions. We still note, however,
the use of Fervier's misleading charts of cerebral
localization, the various cortical areas being repre-
sented by small, sharply circumscribed circles
over the brain surface. The present tendency is
away from such sharp localization, and the student
is apt to derive a false impression from these too
diagrammatic figures. The illustrations have, in
general, been improved and increased in number,
and the book is sure of a continued popularity
both among medical students and those who have
passed beyond the student stage.
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